Highlights of FASEB Public Affairs Activities:  January–March 2006
Research Funding
· FASEB’s Federal Funding Report was published on January 20. A press event was held at the National Press Club.  
· FASEB issued a press release supporting the American Competitiveness Initiative (February 3) and its proposed funding increase for NSF and Dept. of Energy. FASEB also wrote President Bush thanking him for his support of this bill (March 13). 
· FASEB expressed its disappointment with the President’s budget and failure to live up to his promises to support medical research (February 6).
· FASEB sent a thank you letter to Sen. Edward Kennedy for his words of support for NIH during debate on the Tax Relief Extension Reconciliation Act (February 21).
· A letter was sent to Director Zerhouni fully supporting and thanking his efforts to inform the public about the benefits of NIH research (March 10). 

· OPA produced an updated analysis of trends in NIH funding of research grants (March 17).

· FASEB President Bruce Bistrian and President-elect Leo Furcht met with NIH Director Elias Zerhouni and staff for key members of the House Appropriations Committee (March 22). 

· An ad hoc subcommittee of the FASEB Board has been created to document the benefits of NIH research, in response to requests from Congressional staff and NIH. The results of this group’s work will be used to enhance FASEB’s advocacy efforts for NIH funding.
· FASEB took a major role in coalition activities to increase funding for domestic discretionary spending in the Senate Budget Resolution. An e-mail alert sent to FASEB society member generated over 8,400 messages (March 16). After the successful passage of the Specter-Harkin amendment, FASEB issued a statement celebrating the victory and sent thank you letters to the amendment’s supporters. Continuing this effort in the House, FASEB issued a press release urging House members to provide additional funding for medical research and education and sent another e-mail alert to members of FASEB societies urging support of the Castle Amendment (March 28).
Enhanced Public Access
· Laura Brockway and representatives from other nonprofit publishers met with NIH Director Elias Zerhouni to promote our “linking” proposal (February 8).
· Laura Brockway and Howard Garrison met with Senator Cornyn’s staff to offer criticism of proposed open access legislation (February 17).
· Jon Retzlaff met with senior NIH, DHHS, and House Appropriators staff to oppose appropriations report language on enhanced access. 
Education and Career Development
· FASEB commented on proposed changes to the NRSA tuition policy, supporting institutional flexibility for not diminishing the benefits and compensation of trainees (February 8).
· FASEB MARC Program announced winners of travel awards for EB 2006 (March 10).
Other Activities of Note
· FASEB offered its support for the AAMC Report on Integrity in Reporting of Clinical Research Studies (January 10).

· FASEB hosted meeting on OPASI requested by NIH Deputy Director Raynard Kington (January 11).

· A new Breakthroughs in Bioscience article on the story of viral research was published (January 12) 
