Highlights of FASEB Public Affairs Activities: July–September 2005
NIH Reauthorization

The Science Policy Committee’s Subcommittee on NIH Issues closely monitored the various versions of the NIH Reauthorization Bill released by the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s Health Subcommittee.  In anticipation of requests for FASEB testimony and comments, the SPC Subcommittee developed a statement of principles for NIH. The SPC devoted a major portion of its annual meeting to NIH reauthorization and priority setting, and guest speakers included a senior staff member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, a senior HHS budget officer, and two NIH institute directors.  FASEB and AMC convened a town meeting at which representatives of 80 organizations discussed the proposed reauthorization bill.
Research Funding
While the House moved quickly last spring to pass its appropriations bill, activities slowed in the Senate.  The one bright spot for biomedical research was the $1.05 billion increase for NIH in the Senate L-HHS-Education Appropriations bill.  FASEB sent a letter to Senator Arlen Specter (followed by a press release) thanking him for his actions.  FASEB also monitored the progress of other research funding bills and wrote to Military Construction and Veterans Affairs committee members in support of FASEB’s VA funding recommendations. 
In August, FASEB began preparations for the FY2007 Federal Funding Report.  President Bruce Bistrian sent letters to the FASEB societies asking for comments on the agencies to be covered in the report.  In September, the Board voted to continue reviewing six agencies (NIH, NSF, VA, USDA, DOE and NASA).  Bistrian appointed chairs for the six agency review committees and asked the FASEB member societies to appoint representatives to formulate recommendations.
Conflict Of Interest

Revisions to the NIH conflict of interest rules incorporated the three points that FASEB raised in its comments to NIH and DHHS:  Removal of professional associations and other science and health-related organizations from the list of entities with which NIH employees are prohibited from engaging in outside activities, thereby allowing NIH scientists to participate in important professional and scholarly activities; recognition of the differences between employees as to rank, duties, and level of responsibility for matters affecting public health and patients, including limiting the applicability of the prohibited financial interest provision to senior employees; and modification of the outside awards limitations.  Following the release of the new regulations, FASEB sent letters (followed by a press release) thanking DHHS Secretary Mike Leavitt and NIH Director Elias Zerhouni. 
Training/Career Development
Based on a position statement developed by the Training Subcommittee of the SPC, FASEB voiced its support for an OSTP proposal to allow designation of multiple principal investigators on federal research grants.
  
Stem Cells

At the recommendation of the SPC Stem Cell Subcommittee, FASEB issued a statement praising the National Academies report on stem cell research and urged that the National Academies assume an oversight role for hESC research. FASEB also thanked Senator Frist for his support of embryonic stem cell research. 
Clinical Research
The Science Policy Committee established a new subcommittee on clinical research.  Chaired by Jan Hall (ENDO), this subcommittee reviewed a policy perspectives article published by Bruce Bistrian in Research Policy Alert.
Evolution/Intelligent Design

FASEB staff met with representatives of other scientific societies to discuss common actions in opposition to those who seek to replace the teaching of evolution in science classes with non-scientific perspectives.  FASEB is working with AAAS, NAS, and the FASEB societies to organize effective responses to the “intelligent design” movement. In addition, OPA developed a web page with resources for teaching evolution and other resources of interest to scientists. 
Biosecurity

FASEB submitted comments critical of export regulations proposed by the Department of Commerce that would have required special licenses in order for foreign scientists to work with many types of research equipment. OPA staff members are preparing comments critical of a similar proposal from the Department of Defense. Carrie Wolinetz was an invited speaker on biosecurity issues at the annual meeting of CESSE.
Animal Research
William Talman, chair of the Animal Issues Subcommittee of the SPC, sent a FASEB letter praising Congressman Jim Leach (R-IA) for his defense of animal models and peer review in response to the Neugebauer amendment. 
When the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) capitulated to demands of animal rights extremists by refusing to list the parent company of Huntingdon Life Sciences, a British animal testing firm, FASEB sent a letter to the editor of the Wall Street Journal commenting on the NYSE actions.  FASEB also wrote a letter and issued a press statement thanking Senator Inhofe (R-OK) for his strong criticism of the NYSE.

FASEB wrote to members of the Agriculture Appropriations subcommittee to voice opposition to Senator Akaka’s (D-HI) pet protection amendment to the Agriculture Appropriations bill.  FASEB staff met with Senator Kohl’s (D-WI) appropriations staff regarding the amendment and set up an electronic alert to help scientists contact their representatives on this issue.
Other
FASEB released a new article on cholesterol as part of its Breakthroughs in Bioscience series, in cooperation with the Endocrine Society. Johns Hopkins University is using the Breakthroughs in Bioscience series as the text for an undergraduate course. 
FASEB issued a press release announcing Bruce Bistrian becoming the new FASEB President.  Bistrian met with science writers at a press breakfast and held discussions with advocacy partners at AAMC and the National Health Council. 
Carrie Wolinetz gave presentations on the politics of stem cell research and policy careers for scientists at the SDB Southeast Regional Meeting, Catholic University and the University of Georgia.  Her opinion article on scientific careers was published in The Scientist.
FASEB set up a resource website for those scientists and institutions who were victims of Hurricane Katrina. 
