To: All ABRF Members





October 30, 2006
From: Edman Sequence Research Group (ESRG)

Subject: 2007 ESRG Study 

Attention ABRF members:

The Edman Sequencing Research Group (ESRG) is pleased to announce the availability of a sample for our 2007 study. The purpose of this study is to show the utility of Edman sequencing for determination of the N-terminal amino acid sequence of a blocked protein containing an acetylated serine/threonine at its amino terminus as well as identification of any post-translationally modified amino acids encountered in the N-terminal portion of the protein.

To aid participants in this study, references from the literature as well as two procedures used by the ESRG with some success will be provided.  Participants are not limited to using these procedures and we encourage alterations of these procedures or the use of any procedures developed in the participants’ laboratories for the purpose of deblocking a protein that has an acetylated serine/threonine at its N-terminus.  A sufficient quantity of sample will be provided for multiple attempts or techniques to deblock the amino terminus.

Another goal of this study is to compile the most effective treatments and procedures for deblocking the ESRG 2007 sample with the intent of determining the N-terminal sequence.  Therefore, participants will also be asked to provide detailed reporting of their experimental protocols and techniques to ensure that successful strategies for deblocking can be reproduced by the Edman sequencing community.

 Participating laboratories will submit their data electronically to the ESRG for tabulation of the results. Results will be presented at the ABRF 2007 meeting March 31- April 3, 2007 in Tampa, FL and subsequently posted on the ABRF website. As in the past, results will be stripped of all identifiers so as to maintain the anonymity of the participants. A brief instrument and methods survey will also be part of the data submission process.

To obtain a sample and participate in the 2007 study, e-mail your request to:

bhamp001@umaryland.edu
Please include in your request the address to which the sample should be sent.

Final sample requests should be made by November 30th. 

Data should be submitted by January 12th to be included in the 2007 study. 

As always, be assured of confidentiality with your responses; an identification number will be issued so you can compare your results to other participating laboratories at the meeting.

Thank you for your interest in the ESRG 2007 study and we look forward to seeing you in Tampa, Florida.

Sincerely,

The ABRF Edman Sequencing Research Group:

Joe Leone, Chair

Dan Brune

Nancy Denslow, EB liaison
Brian Hampton

Peter Hunziker

Klaus Linse

Jan Pohl

Richard Thoma

